
To The Class of 72 

Gifting Committee Update 5 Feb 2016  

The Gifting Committee met with Rod MacDonald of the Foundation regarding the Currie Project and the proposed Kiosks 

Project. A few points should be made clear. 

1. We have about $80K collected or committed in the Old Brigade fund. 

2. We have $56K in capital endowment in the Museum Endowment. We also have $39K of interest revenue called 

restricted funds to be used for Museum requirements. We cannot touch the capital. 

3. We can use restricted funds to support the Museum, which includes items such as information kiosks.  

4. The Heritage and Museum Committee is a Committee of the College and is responsible for addressing all historic 

and heritage projects. The revitalizing of the decorative artwork may fall in that sweep and the Foundation could 

thus fund the Currie project, if required, by using the restricted funds of the Endowment. 

Our discussion with Rod suggests that the Currie project should be evaluated at $300K since it starts in almost two years 

and has a three-year delivery. Rod also suggests that we consider a $150K benefaction so that we can do it with only one 

other Class (this could be the Class of 59 which has already been considering $100K or so). We did not feel that a 

commitment of $125K would give either the Class or the Foundation what they want.  A commitment for a target does 

not mean a contract. Rod noted that some targets are not met. We should understand that the Foundation does have 

funds at its discretion and once committed to a project, the Foundation will see it through. Finally, our fundraising can 

carry on beyond Sept 2017 and well into 2020.  

Given that background we have: 

1. Asked Rod to confirm that the project will move forward. The timing always remains somewhat uncertain since 

Base Kingston must do the repairs to the Hall first. 

2. Have asked Rod for a verbal commitment from the Foundation. We can prepare a written undertaking, but the 

Foundation cannot be held to all specifics given uncertainties.  We expect to be committing to a sum of (up to) 

$150K to be used for the Currie Project. They would be committed to implementing the project to the extent 

that circumstances permit.  The $150K commitment would be the limit of the Class commitment; there would 

be no future maintenance costs. 

3. We have also indicated that we wanted to hold the $39K in the restricted funds of the Endowment at this time. 

Also, we will specifically protect $25K to ensure that the Kiosk Project, if deemed desirable, will be funded. We 

might expect the restricted funds of the Endowment to be closer to $50K in two years. We may not have to use 

any of this, but it does afford a cushion. 

We also discussed the issue of a plaque. Rod suggests that each Class could have a separate plaque. We would craft 

the bilingual inscription for our Class. This leaves us with time to work out what we want to say. It might also be 

possible that each Class is able to take credit for specific artwork – but that detail is not ripe for discussion yet. 

The BIG Issue 

The Foundation and the Class of 72 

It must be recognized that the Currie Project reaches directly those Cadets spending time at the RMCC from 2017, 

when the benefaction is announced, and into the future. It includes all cadets from each College under the current 

institutional arrangement. It is a statement of shared values to support Cadets who are on their own paths of 

discovery.  This is consistent with: 



“The mission of the RMC Foundation is to secure and deliver the funds necessary to Enhance Excellence in the 

attraction, education and training of the students of the Royal Military Colleges.” 

The Currie revitalization does not address our individual group and College attachments which are of great 

importance to all. As many note, it is in the first and second year, where the challenges are greatest that our 

relationships mean the most.  However, few projects can meet both the objectives of the Foundation and the 

attachment that we have to our respective institutions.  We investigated the Bas-Relief Project (RMCC – CMRSJ 

relevant) and the RSM Project (RR-RMCC-CMRSJ relevant). Both were found to have highly uncertain benefits.  The 

Kiosk Project does serve the dual objectives of the both the Class and the Foundation and it holds some promise. 

The Old Brigade Project Funding Goal 

We are proposing to raise $150,000 of which we can now count $80,000.  To proceed we need confirmation of your 

support expressed through the Old Brigade Project poll accessible through the Class website – www.rmc72.org. 

The Poll 

The Polling for Class support of the identified projects is critical.    

a. Only 27 classmates responded to the Report on the Projects that were investigated. 

b. As of 5 Feb 2016, only 17 classmates have voted on the project funding recommendations. 

c. We have about 134 contacts in the class list which appear to be intact (and hopefully still used!).  

The number of respondents to the poll are the best indication that we can get about the number of classmates who 

may be willing to contribute and hence the feasibility of the proposals.  

Poll: http://www.rmc72.org/website/polling/ 

 

You must login to vote.  Your username and initial password are CNxxxx and xxxxCla$$72 where xxxx is your College 

Number. Please note that once logged in you will also be able to add comments to the various postings, including 

this report. 

 

Class Projects Feedback - http://www.rmc72.org/website/class-projects-feedback/ 
Currie Hall Info - http://www.rmc72.org/website/currie-hall-refurbishment-initiative-details/ 
Kiosk Add-On - http://www.rmc72.org/website/kiosk-add-on-project-idea-from-dave-bindernagel/ 

 
We look forward to receiving your responses by 29 Feb 2016 and celebrating our Class’ entry into the Old Brigrade 

with you during the 2017 Ex-cCadet Weekend. That’s just 18 months away. As you think about how much to give in 

support of our Old Brigade Project, remember your contribution to the Class Old Brigade Fund is tax deductible. 

 
 

TDV 
 
Lawrence and Bill 
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